BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY SURVEY NO.: B-1242
AREA: Financial District MAGT NO.: 0412425712

Address: 24-28 South Street
Current Name: Union Trust Bank

Block: 662 Lot: 8 Lot size: 57  x 106°

Height: 1 story Materials: Limestone
Condition: Good Owner: Union Trust Co. of Md.
Use: Bank Accessible: Yes

Designation: None Liber/Folio: MLP 6793-321

Historic Name: National Bank of Commerce
Date: 1901

Architect/Builder: Baldwin & Pennington
Style (if appropriate): French Renaissance

Description:

This one story high bank building features a huge central arch flanked by
smaller arched windows at the first floor sides. The granite basement level is
punctuated by two windows protected by iron grills. A night deposit box
projecting from the building walls has been installed at the northern bay. A
small flight of granite steps leads to three bronze and glass doors with a three
part transom. A plastic Union Trust sign is located above these doors. Above
the entrance is a large painted over arched window. The entire entranceway is
set into a forty foot high arch with colossal engaged columns, Ionic capitals,
foliated brackets and a central ornate cartouche. The small side arched windows
are also flanked by columns and each display a smaller cartouche. Blank panels
are located above these side windows. A modillion block cornice and parapet
with balusters and central sign completes this highly ornate facade. The
interior of the building has been altered by a drop ceiling, however many
original architectural elements remain including a marble floor, large basement
vault, panelled managers office and a bronze banister.

Significance:
Area: Architecture Level: Local

This building is significant as one of the many fine bank buildings in the
Financial District and a building which survived the Baltimore Fire. The small
size of the building reflects an era when banks did not require much office
gpace. The greatest need was for a single large, well-lit banking space with a
few side offices. By building a small building on valuable downtown land the
banks were making a statement of their financial security. A strong bank did
not have to build a high-rise office building and rent out space as an
investment, instead they could build a distinctive architectural statement on a
small scale. Their financial stability was such that they could forgo the
profit of building a sky-scraper as an investment. Also these small buildings
proved to be safer during the Baltimore Fire. A half dozen, one or two story
bank buildings survived the fire fairly intact. The high rise offices that
survived the fire were totally gutted on the interior. This bank like many of
the early bank buildings has been altered on the interior. The ceiling has been
dropped, but no second floor or mezzanine level has been added. It may still be
possible to restore the size of the banking space in the future.

Sources: BS 8/14/1901 (illustration); BS 8/1/1902 p. 7.¢. 4 (opening); AR
8/1907
Surveyor and Date: Fred B. Shoken, May 1965.
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NEW BAINK OF COMMEROCOE BUILDING

Actlve work upon the pew hulldlog which
the Natlnnal Bank of Crmmerce s golng
10 erect upon {18 property at Noa. 24 and 26
Honth erreet la to brgin about Seprember 1,
Drawlngs for the new siructure nare to be
out today, and bids are to be recelved from
the contractors by August 23

The front of the bank will be of either
marble, granite or Iodispa limestooe, It
will be proamented with eorulces aod rol.
nmne, a belustrade along the roof and a
enrvrd top fAinlal, two cartouches on elther
alde of and abore the main entrance, with
eagles supperting them., There will he
lamps at the entrance to the vestlbole and
columne at the slde of the windows ot the
two offices which are to be In the froot.

The entrance to the haoking room will
be through the Testibole, which will be 12
feet wide and so bigh that windouws from
the mreezanine floor sbove the offices In
front will apen out of 1. It =il have an
arrbed celllng. Oo each side of the vestl-
huls will e antrance dAoors to the offices
mentloned, while the doots opening into the
liank Iteelf will be &t the back of the ves-
tiliule.

Ahbave 1he bank Acors will be & reprodoe-
tion of the seal of the Natlonsl Bank of
Commerce, and the name of the bank will
also be fpon the swinging doors. These
latier will be protected at nlght by large
outer Anore of faney wronght lron, and at
the front of the vestibuls will ba & cole
Inpuible gate. :’.

The fromt of the halldlog will be 5T feat
O loches wide, and Ha extrems depth will
e 1isG feet.

The dimensions of the main hanklog room

wiil be 54 by 43 feet In the clear, and this
spartwent will be lighted by a skylight,
the entirs [nterlnr bhaving in ornamental
finlsh. Tn addition to the lght received
from above the room will also be illoml-
nated through several large windows In lts
rear wall, These grill be above the roofs
of the ope-story apartments for the presl-
dent and board of digectars at the back of
the bullding. There will be slidiog doorw
belween these apartments, 8o that they
can be connected If desired.

In the banking room the counter will be
arranged in the shape of & horseshos, so
that there will be 15 desks, besldes a con-
riderable amount of foor spree In the mid-
Ale, whers more desks or tables ran be
placed. At the back of the horseshoe will
he two yaults—ogne for the mooeys of the
hank and the other for {ts books. The
rarhlar's room will he on the right and ad-
Jolning the president’s and board momas,

The walls of the basking renm will be
walnsroted with marbie to the height of 14
fevt, while above thay will be of plaster,
dreorated.  Looklng toward the maln en-
trance to.the baoking ronm will be seen
four. solld columos of Favonarea marble
supporting & enrnice and pediment, with &
clock nver the doors. This adornment will
he handsomely carved. The glase In the
windnws and the skyilght will be leaded
and colored. These openiogs wlill, of course,
be provided with Iron guarde. Cartouches
and garlands will constitute the mural dec-
arntions.

At the back af the apirtment will be &
Enllery giving rasy accens 1o the windnwa.
Tule gallary will have s ralling of white-
sanmeled Iron, with hronse trimmingt.

In the roams for the prealdent and the 4l
rectora there wil] be walnscuting of cabinet
cak, with handsmme enrnlees and relllzge

Io the rear of the basement will batehe
storage veults, toliet rovm and bathragin,
lockers and lunch room, the last 'ﬁ&l&
spartment 13 by 28 feet, The forward pdr-

#1190 of the barement will rontsin the l*-

ers and foel mome The holldiog will be
heated by hot water and will be equipped
with both electrie light and gan Axtures.

While there are to he two offices In the
froot, which will be rented to brokers, the
plan of the structure !s snch that should
the bank at soy time deslre to galo more
space for, Its boslness It could move for-
ward and use the aren of these offices for
itaeif. Arrangements for this bave Deen
mede |n dealgning the roof. i

There will e two veults lo each office,
one upon the lower and the nther npon the
mestapine foor. These rooms w111 also be
we!lnseoted In oak apd will have oak par-
titlons, They will have akyllghts in addl-
tlon to thelr windows. Their second Boors
will contein 1wo ronma, and tollet rooms
will he aver the vestibule. !

The bullding will be rrected on the ates]
frame plan and will he as nearly fireproof
an prsalble. teel beams and terra-colta
will be em ed; the-roof will be eup-
ported by strel trusses, which will rest
upon steel eolumne huollt In the walls. The
celllng and floor of the vestibole will be
1iied, AWl floars lo pubile spaces and In
the tollet ronm will be marble, the balance
belng of hard wood highly pofished.

The st¥le of the bullding will be modern
French Menafasance. The Architects are
Mesers, Raldwin & Fennlogton, &
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